
What Is Sign Language
American Sign Language ASL is not a universal language; there are between 200 and 300
officially recognized signed languages around the world, and ASL is one of those languages.
It has been proposed that ASL is a creole language of LSF, although ASL shows features
atypical of creole languages, such as agglutinative morphology. ASL is also widely learned as
a second language, serving as a lingua franca. Besides North America, dialects of ASL and
ASL-based creoles are used in many countries around the world, including much of West
Africa and parts of Southeast Asia. ASL is not based on English. American Sign Language
(ASL) is a natural language that serves as the predominant sign language of deaf
communities in the United States and most of Anglophone American Sign Language (ASL) is
a natural language that serves as the predominant sign language of deaf communities in the
United States and most of Anglophone Canada. ASL is most closely related to French Sign
Language (LSF). ASL is a complete and organized visual language that is expressed by
employing both manual and nonmanual features 76fbc5976a

British Sign Language British Sign Language (BSL) is a sign language used in the United
Kingdom and is the first or preferred language among the deaf community in the UK. Based
on the percentage of people who reported 'using British Sign Language at home' on the 2011
Scottish Census, the British Deaf Association estimates there are 151,000 BSL users in the
UK, of whom 87,000 are Deaf. Based British Sign Language (BSL) is a sign language used in
the United Kingdom and is the first or preferred language among the deaf community in the
UK. The language makes use of space and involves movement of the hands, body, face and
head. People who are not deaf may also use BSL, as hearing relatives of deaf people, sign
language interpreters or as a result of other contact with the British Deaf community
76fbc5976a

It is unknown to what extent and where PNGSL is used in Papua New Guinea. However, tests
so far have found that speakers from different areas of PNG have been able to communicate
with each other, though there is great regional variation due to the influence of home sign.
Many children learning PNGSL were raised by hearing parents using home sign, and these
children have markedly influenced the language at deaf gatherings. 76fbc5976a == Basic
history == 76fbc5976a In 2016 the British Deaf Association (BDA) said that, based on official
statistics, it believes there are 151,000 people who use BSL in the UK, and 87,000 of these
are deaf. This figure does not include professional BSL users, interpreters, translators, etc.
unless they use BSL at home. By contrast, in the 2011 England and Wales Census 15,000
people living in England and Wales reported themselves using BSL as their main language.
76fbc5976a Auxiliary sign languages, which are not... 76fbc5976a

Varieties of American Sign Language American Sign Language (ASL) developed in the United
States, starting as a blend of local sign languages and French Sign Language (FSL). Local
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varieties American Sign Language (ASL) developed in the United States, starting as a blend
of local sign languages and French Sign Language (FSL). Local varieties have developed in
many countries, but there is little research on which should be considered dialects of ASL
(such as Bolivian Sign Language) and which have diverged to the point of being distinct
languages (such as Malaysian Sign Language) 76fbc5976a

== Usage == 76fbc5976a RSL is a natural language with a grammar that differs from
spoken or written Russian language. Signed Russian is an artificial form of communication
used in schools and differs from RSL in strictly following Russian grammar. 76fbc5976a Some
scholars regard varieties in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and possibly Nepal as variants of
Indo-Pakistani Sign Language. Others recognize some varieties as separate languages. The
ISO standard currently distinguishes: 76fbc5976a == References == 76fbc5976a Nepalese
Sign Language (nsp) 76fbc5976a == History == 76fbc5976a

Papua New Guinean Sign Language The language has been called &quot;Melanesian Sign
Language&quot;. However, this does not translate what the community calls it, and is
misleading because it is not Papua New Guinean Sign Language (PNGSL) is a sign language
originating from Papua New Guinea. The standardised form of PNGSL was made an official
language of Papua New Guinea in 2015 76fbc5976a

Although RSL is legally recognized in Russia, it does not enjoy state support and there is a
lack of skilled RSL interpreters in the country. 76fbc5976a

Rwandan Sign Language It is not clear what the sign language or languages are in Rwanda.
In 2006, a dictionary project was started to standardize Rwandan Sign Language
(Kinyarwanda: Amarenga y'Ikinyarwanda, lit.  'Kinyarwanda Sign Language' or Amarenga yo
mu Rwanda, 'Sign Language of Rwanda') published in 2009. In 2006, a dictionary project was
started to standardize Rwandan Sign Language (Kinyarwanda: It is not clear what the sign
language or languages are in Rwanda 76fbc5976a

Plains Indian Sign Language It was, and continues to be, used across what is now central
Canada, the central and western United States and northern Mexico. This language was used
historically as a lingua franca, notably for international relations, trade, and diplomacy; it is
still used for story-telling, oratory, various ceremonies, and by deaf people for ordinary daily
use. Sign Language (PISL), also known as Hand Talk, Plains Sign Talk, Plains Sign Language,
or First Nation Sign Language, is an endangered sign language common Plains Indian Sign
Language (PISL), also known as Hand Talk, Plains Sign Talk, Plains Sign Language, or First
Nation Sign Language, is an endangered sign language common to the majority of
Indigenous nations of North America, notably those of the Great Plains, Northeast
Woodlands, and the Great Basin 76fbc5976a

Indian Sign Language (ins) 76fbc5976a Pakistan Sign Language (pks) 76fbc5976a In 1885, it
was estimated that there were over 110,000 "sign-talking Indians", including Blackfoot,
Cheyenne, Sioux, Kiowa, and Arapaho. As a result of the European colonization of the
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Americas, most notably including American boarding and Canadian residential schools, the
number of sign talkers has declined sharply. However, growing interest and preservation
work on the language has increased its use and visibility in the 21st century. Historically,
some have likened its more formal register, used by men, to Church Latin in function. It is...
76fbc5976a == Bolivian Sign Language == 76fbc5976a ASL originated in the early 19th
century in the American School for the Deaf in Hartford, Connecticut, from a situation of
language contact. Since then, ASL use has been propagated widely by schools for the deaf
and deaf community organizations. Despite its wide... 76fbc5976a

Sign language Sign languages are not universal and are usually not mutually intelligible,
although there are similarities among different sign languages. They are expressed through
manual articulation in combination with non-manual markers, and are full-fledged natural
languages with their own grammar and lexicon. They are Sign languages (also known as
signed languages) are languages that use the visual-manual modality to convey meaning
rather than spoken words. Sign languages (also known as signed languages) are languages
that use the visual-manual modality to convey meaning rather than spoken words
76fbc5976a

List of sign languages The number is not known with any confidence; new sign languages
emerge frequently through creolization and de novo (and occasionally through language
planning). Some countries may share sign languages, although sometimes under different
names (Croatian and Serbian, Indian and Pakistani). In some countries, such as Sri Lanka and
Tanzania, each school for the deaf may have a separate language, known only to its students
and sometimes denied by the school. estimated three hundred sign languages in use around
the world today. Deaf sign languages also arise outside educational institutions, especially in
village communities with high levels of congenital deafness, but there are significant sign
languages developed for the hearing as well, such as the speech-taboo languages used by
some Aboriginal Australian peoples. The number is not known with any confidence; new sign
languages emerge frequently through There are an estimated three hundred sign languages
in use around the world today. Scholars are doing field surveys to identify the world's sign
languages 76fbc5976a

== Location == 76fbc5976a Much of the early research on RSL was done by Galina
Zaitseva, who wrote her 1969 PhD thesis on spatial relationships in Russian Sign Language,
and in 1992 devised the now standard term for Russian... 76fbc5976a The number of sign
languages worldwide is not precisely known. Each country... 76fbc5976a Wherever
communities of deaf and hard of hearing people exist, sign languages have developed as a
means of communication and form the core of local Deaf cultures. Although signing is used
primarily by deaf and hard of hearing people, it is also used by hearing individuals, such as
those with deaf family members including children of deaf adults (CODAs). 76fbc5976a

Indo-Pakistani Sign Language As with many sign languages, it is difficult to estimate numbers
with any certainty, as the Census of India does not list sign languages and most studies have
focused on the north and urban areas. Indo-Pakistani Sign Language (IPSL; Hindi: भारतीय
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पािकस्तानी सांकेितक भाषा, Urdu: پاک و ہند اشاری زبان) is the predominant sign language in
the Indian Indo-Pakistani Sign Language (IPSL; Hindi: भारतीय पािकस्तानी सांकेितक भाषा,
Urdu: پاک و ہند اشاری زبان) is the predominant sign language in the Indian subcontinent of
South Asia, used by at least 15 million deaf signers. As of 2024, it is the most used sign
language in the world, and Ethnologue ranks it as the 149th most spoken language in the
world 76fbc5976a

The language has been called "Melanesian Sign Language". However, this does not translate
what the community calls it, and is misleading because it is not used elsewhere in Melanesia.
76fbc5976a In Northern Ireland, there are about 4,500 users of BSL and 1,500 users of Irish
Sign Language, an unrelated sign language. A hybrid... 76fbc5976a

Russian Sign Language Russian Sign Language (RSL; Russian: Русский жестовый язык,
РЖЯ) is the sign language used by the Deaf community in Russia, with what is possibly
additional Russian Sign Language (RSL; Russian: Русский жестовый язык, РЖЯ) is the sign
language used by the Deaf community in Russia, with what is possibly additional presence in
Belarus and Tajikistan. It belongs to the French Sign Language family 76fbc5976a

Sign languages are distinct from body language, a type of nonverbal communication.
Linguists also distinguish natural sign languages from other systems that are precursors to
them or derived from them, such as constructed manual codes for spoken languages, home
sign, baby sign language, and signs used with non-human primates. 76fbc5976a However,
the project was an incomplete effort, and an expanded dictionary, based on signs common
throughout the country, was started in 2013. The latter project description implies that these
are dialects of a single language, but that is uncertain. Interpreter programs are available in
Uganda; it is unknown whether this means that Rwandan Sign Language is related to
Ugandan Sign Language. 76fbc5976a In 1806, the first Russian deaf school was founded
near Saint Petersburg. It is believed that RSL belongs to the French sign language family due
to the fact that the first two sign language teachers were from France and Austria. Beyond a
speaker base in Israel, researchers do not know for sure if RSL is used outside of Russia; it
may also be used in Ukraine, Belarus or Tajikistan. 76fbc5976a The following are sign
language varieties of ASL in countries other than the US and Canada, languages based on
ASL with substratum influence from local sign languages, and mixed languages in which ASL
is a component. Distinction follow political boundaries, which may not correspond to
linguistic boundaries. 76fbc5976a The following list is grouped into three sections :
76fbc5976a Deaf sign languages, which are the preferred languages of Deaf communities
around the world; these include village sign languages, shared with the hearing community,
and Deaf-community sign languages 76fbc5976a West Bengal Sign Language (Kolkata Sign
Language) (wbs) 76fbc5976a
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