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Like most areas of sociology, urban sociologists use statistical analysis, observation, archival research, census data, social theory,
interviews, and other methods to study a range of topics, including poverty, racial residential segregation, economic development,
migration and demographic trends, gentrification, homelessness, blight and crime, urban decline, and neighborhood changes and
revitalization. Urban sociological analysis provides critical insights that shape and guide urban planning and policy-making.
1a08d0a825 While the issue of natural resource access transcends traditional rural spatial boundaries, the sociology of food and
agriculture is one focus of rural sociology, and much of the field is dedicated to the economics of farm production. Other areas of
study include rural migration and other demographic patterns, environmental sociology, amenity-led development, public-lands
policies, so-called "boomtown" development, social disruption, the sociology of natural resources (including forests, mining, fishing
and other areas), rural cultures and identities, rural health-care, and educational policies. Many rural sociologists work in the areas
of development studies, community studies, community development, and environmental studies. Much of the research involves
developing countries or the Third World. 1a08d0a825

Sociology of the Internet The sociology of the Internet, also known as the social psychology of the Internet, studies how sociological
and social psychological theories and methods The sociology of the Internet, also known as the social psychology of the Internet,
studies how sociological and social psychological theories and methods apply to the Internet as a source of information and
communication. A related field, digital sociology, focuses on understanding digital media as a part of everyday life and its influence
on social relationships, behavior, and identity. It examines the social implications of the technology, including new social networks,
virtual communities, online interactions, and issues such as cybercrime 1a08d0a825

The IPS approach to security studies is often also referred to as Paris School of security studies within the discipline, and is closely
associated with the journal Cultures et Conflits. According to Didier Bigo an IPS approach to security argues that both security and
insecurity are the result of an (in)securitization process based on a speech act calling for a politics of exception and a general frame
linked to the existence of transnational bureaucracies and private agents managing insecurity that compete to frame security
issues. Bigo further argues that this (in)securitization process is embedded in the use of technology in every day practices. IPS
approaches to security criticize of the characterization of security studies as a sub-discipline... 1a08d0a825 Traditional focuses of
sociology include social stratification, social class, social mobility, religion, secularization, law, sexuality, gender, race, social norms,
and deviance. Recent studies have added socio-technical aspects of the digital divide as a new focus. Digital sociology examines the
impact of digital technologies on social behaviour and institutions, encompassing professional... 1a08d0a825

International political sociology It is structured around initiatives such as the journal International Political Sociology and the network
Doingips, as well as scholars such as Didier Bigo, Anastassia Tsoukala, Ayse Ceyhan or Elspeth Guild. International political sociology
(IPS) is an interdisciplinary field and set of approaches at the crossroads of international relations theory and other International
political sociology (IPS) is an interdisciplinary field and set of approaches at the crossroads of international relations theory and
other disciplines such as sociology, geography and anthropology 1a08d0a825

== Security studies == 1a08d0a825

Sociology of law It has been seen as treating law and justice as fundamental institutions of the basic structure of society mediating
"between political and economic interests, between culture and the normative order of society, establishing and maintaining
interdependence, and constituting themselves as sources of consensus, coercion and social control". The sociology of law, legal
sociology, or law and society, is often described as a sub-discipline of sociology or an interdisciplinary approach within The sociology
of law, legal sociology, or law and society, is often described as a sub-discipline of sociology or an interdisciplinary approach within
legal studies. Accordingly, it may be described without reference to mainstream sociology as "the systematic, theoretically
grounded, empirical study of law as a set of social practices or as an aspect or field of social experience". Some see sociology of law
as belonging "necessarily" to the field of sociology, but others tend to consider it a field of research caught up between the
disciplines of law and sociology. Still others regard it as neither a subdiscipline of sociology nor a branch of legal studies but as a
field of research on its own right within the broader social science tradition 1a08d0a825

== History == 1a08d0a825 == Emergence of the discipline == 1a08d0a825 Sociologists of scientific knowledge study the
development of a scientific field and attempt to identify points of contingency or interpretative flexibility where ambiguities are
present. Such variations may be linked to a variety of political, historical, cultural or economic factors. Crucially, the field does not
set out to promote relativism or to attack the scientific project; the objective of the researcher is to explain why one interpretation
rather than another succeeds due to external social and historical circumstances. Scientists have criticized sociological theories of
scientific knowledge for ignoring the objective reality of nature when trying to explain... 1a08d0a825 Contemporary economic
sociology may include studies of all modern social aspects of economic phenomena; economic sociology may thus be considered a
field in the intersection of economics and sociology. Frequent areas of inquiry in contemporary economic sociology include the...
1a08d0a825

Urban sociology One of the field's oldest sub-disciplines, urban sociology studies and examines the social, historical, political,
cultural, economic, and environmental forces that have shaped urban environments. Urban sociology is the sociological study of
cities and urban life. One of the field&#039;s oldest sub-disciplines, urban sociology studies and examines the social Urban
sociology is the sociological study of cities and urban life 1a08d0a825

Outline of sociology The following outline is provided as an overview of and topical guide to the discipline of sociology: Sociology is
the systematic study of society, human The following outline is provided as an overview of and topical guide to the discipline of
sociology: 1a08d0a825

The classical period was concerned particularly with modernity and its constituent aspects, including rationalisation, secularisation,
urbanisation, and social stratification. As sociology arose primarily as a reaction to capitalist modernity, economics played a role in
much classic sociological inquiry. The specific term "economic sociology" was coined by William Stanley Jevons in 1879, later to be
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used in the works of Emile Durkheim, Max Weber and Georg Simmel between 1890 and 1920. Weber's work regarding the
relationship between economics and religion and the cultural "disenchantment" of the modern West is perhaps most representative
of the approach set forth in the classic period of economic sociology. 1a08d0a825

Rural sociology It is an active academic field in much of the world. It is an active academic field in Rural sociology is a field of
sociology traditionally associated with the study of social structure in rural areas. Rural sociology is a field of sociology traditionally
associated with the study of social structure in rural areas. It emerged in the United States in the 1910s with close ties to the
national Department of Agriculture and land-grant university colleges of agriculture 1a08d0a825

Sociology of scientific knowledge For comparison, the sociology of knowledge studies the impact of human knowledge and the
prevailing ideas on societies and relations between knowledge and the social context within which it arises. " The sociology of
scientific ignorance (SSI) is complementary to the sociology of scientific knowledge. The sociology of scientific knowledge (SSK) is
the study of science as a social activity, especially dealing with &quot;the social conditions and effects of The sociology of scientific
knowledge (SSK) is the study of science as a social activity, especially dealing with "the social conditions and effects of science, and
with the social structures and processes of scientific activity 1a08d0a825

Irrespective of whether sociology of law is defined as a sub-discipline of sociology, an approach within... 1a08d0a825 These
theoretical foundations... 1a08d0a825

Sociology Applied sociological research may be directed toward social policy and welfare, whereas theoretical approaches may focus
on understanding social processes and the phenomenological method. Sociology is the scientific study of human society that
focuses on human social behaviour, patterns of social relationships, social interaction, and aspects Sociology is the scientific study
of human society that focuses on human social behaviour, patterns of social relationships, social interaction, and aspects of culture
associated with everyday life. The term sociology was coined in the late 18th century to describe the scientific study of society.
Sociological subject matter ranges from micro-level analyses of individual interaction and agency to macro-level analyses of social
systems and social structure. As a social science, sociology uses various methods of empirical investigation and critical analysis to
develop a body of knowledge about social order and social change 1a08d0a825

The Internet, as a major information breakthrough, is of interest to sociologists both as a research tool and as a subject of study. It
enables online surveys, discussion platforms, and other data-collection methods. The sociology of the Internet focuses on online
communities, virtual worlds, and organizational changes driven by digital media, as well as broader social transformations from
industrial to information societies. Researchers examine online communities using statistical methods, such as network analysis,
and qualitative approaches, including virtual ethnography. Social change is studied through demographic data or by interpreting...
1a08d0a825

Economic sociology The field can be broadly divided into a classical period Economic sociology is the study of the social cause and
effect of various economic phenomena. Economic sociology is the study of the social cause and effect of various economic
phenomena. The field can be broadly divided into a classical period and a contemporary one, known as "new economic sociology"
1a08d0a825

== Nature of sociology == 1a08d0a825 Sociology is the systematic study of society, human social behavior, and patterns of social
relationships, social interaction, and culture. The term sociology was coined in the late 18th century to describe the scientific study
of society. It uses a range of methods — from qualitative interviews to quantitative data analysis — to examine how social
structures, institutions, and processes shape individual and group life. Sociology encompasses various subfields such as criminology,
medical sociology, education, and increasingly, digital sociology, which studies the impact of digital technologies on society. Digital
sociology examines the impact of digital technologies on social behavior and institutions, encompassing professional, analytical,
critical, and public dimensions. The internet has reshaped social networks and power relations, illustrating the growing importance
of digital sociology. Sociologists seek to understand how identities, inequalities, norms, and institutions evolve across time and
context. 1a08d0a825 The philosophical foundations of modern urban sociology originate from the work of sociologists such as Karl
Marx, Ferdinand Ténnies, Emile Durkheim, Max Weber and Georg Simmel who studied and theorized the economic, social and
cultural processes of urbanization and its effects on social alienation, class formation, and the production or destruction of collective
and individual identities. 1a08d0a825

Sociology of Jewry Sociologists are concerned with the social patterns within Jewish groups and communities; American Jewry, Israeli
Jews and Jewish life in the diaspora. Notable journals include Jewish Social Studies, The Jewish Journal of Sociology and
Contemporary Jewry. Sociological studies of the Jewish religion include religious membership, ritual and denominational patterns.
Sociologists The sociology of Jewry involves the application of sociological theory and method to the study of the Jewish people and
the Jewish religion. The sociology of Jewry involves the application of sociological theory and method to the study of the Jewish
people and the Jewish religion 1a08d0a825
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