
Skeptics
Meaning  In
English
==  History  ==  a1cbd0d023  ==
Historical  origins  ==  a1cbd0d023
Robert  Todd  Carroll,  philosopher.
Author  of  The  Skeptic's  Dictionary
book and website. a1cbd0d023

List  of  scientific  skeptics  In  general,
they favor science and are opposed
to pseudoscience and quackery. They
a r e  g e n e r a l l y  s k e p t i c a l  o f
parapsychology, the paranormal, and
alternative  medicine.  co-founder  of
the  National  Capital  Area  Skeptics;
co-founder  of  the  New  York  City
Skeptics;  contributor  to  Skeptic
magazine; co-producer and on-stage
host This is a list of notable people
that  promote  or  practice  scientific
skepticism  a1cbd0d023

==  Origin  ==  a1cbd0d023  James
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Alcock,  psychologist.  Author  of
several skeptical books and articles.
a1cbd0d023  Susan  Blackmore,
parapsychologist.  Author,  lecturer,
and  broadcaster.  a1cbd0d023

Religious  skepticism  Religious
skeptics  question  religious  authority
a n d  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y
antireligious/clerical  but  rather  are
skeptical  of  either  specific  or  all
religious  beliefs  and/or  practices.
Religious skepticism is not the same
as atheism or agnosticism, and some
religious  skeptics  are  deists  (or
theists  who  reject  the  prevailing
organized religion they encounter, or
even  all  organized  religion).  This  is
coupled with concerns many skeptics
have  about  the  government  in
countries  Religious  skepticism  is  a
type of skepticism relating to religion.
Socrates  was  one  of  the  most
prominent  and  first  religious  skeptics
of  whom  there  are  records;  he
questioned  the  legitimacy  of  the
beliefs of his time in the existence of
the  Greek  gods.  religious  skeptics,
particularly  towards  those  that  are
also atheists a1cbd0d023
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Barry  Beyerstein,  psychologist.
Founding  member  of  CSICOP  (now
CSI).  a1cbd0d023  Isaac  Asimov,
biochemist,  author.  Wrote  or  edited
over  500  popular  science,  other
nonfiction,  and  science  fiction  books,
including  the  Foundation  series.
Founding  member  of  CSICOP  (now
CSI). a1cbd0d023

Skepticism in law Legal skepticism is
sometimes  known  as  legal  realism.
Dias  writes:  &quot;Frank  divided
Skepticism  in  law  is  a  school  of
jurisprudence  that  was  a  reaction
against the idea of natural law, and a
response  to  the  formalism  of  legal
positivists. laws&#039;s formal rules
&#039;Rule-skeptics&#039;,  and
those  who  find  legal  uncertainty
arising  from  the  nature  of  facts
& # 0 3 9 ; F a c t - s k e p t i c s & # 0 3 9 ;
a1cbd0d023

Philosophical  skepticism is one form
of skepticism. It rejects... a1cbd0d023
Stephen  Barrett,  psychiatrist.
Cofounder  of  the  National  Council
Against  Health  Fraud,  crit ic  of
alternative medicine. Founder of the
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Quackwatch  website.  a1cbd0d023
According  to  Richard  Posner,  "The
skeptical  vein  in  American  thinking
about law runs from Holmes to the
legal  realists  to  the  critical  legal
studies  movement,  while  behind
Holmes  stretches  a  European
skeptical  legal  tradition  that  runs
from  Thrasymachus  (in  Plato's
Republic)  to  Hobbes  and  Bentham
and beyond". a1cbd0d023 The word
skeptic  is  derived  from  the  Greek
word  skeptikos,  meaning  inquiring,
which was used to refer to members
of the Hellenistic philosophical school
of  Pyrrhonism  which  doubted  the
possibility  of  knowledge.  As  such,
religious  skepticism generally  refers
to doubting or questioning something
about religion. Although, as noted by
Schellenberg the term is sometimes
more  generally  applied  to  anyone
that has a negative view of religion.
a1cbd0d023

Skepticism  In  such  cases,  skeptics
normally recommend not disbelief but
suspension of belief, i. This attitude is
often  motivated  by  the  impression
that  the  avai lable  evidence  is
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insufficient  to  support  the  claim.
maintaining  a  neutral  attitude  that
neither  affirms  nor  denies  the  claim.
Formally,  skepticism  is  a  topic  of
interest  in  philosophy,  particularly
epistemology.  For  example,  if  a
person is skeptical about claims made
by  their  government  about  an
ongoing war then the person doubts
that  these  claims  are  accurate.
Skeptic&#039;s  Dictionary  –  2003
essay  collection  by  Robert  Todd
Carroll Skeptics in the Pub – Informal
social  event for skeptics since 1999
The  Skeptics  Society  –  Skepticism
(US)  o r  s cep t i c i sm  (UK )  i s  a
questioning attitude or doubt toward
knowledge  claims  that  are  seen  as
mere belief or dogma. e a1cbd0d023

He  performed  several  pioneering
surveys of the languages of the Sepik
region  of  New  Guinea.  The  first  of
these,  his  Ph.D.  research under the
supervision  of  Stephen  Wurm,  was
published  as  The  Ndu  languages
(1965), and established the existence
of  this  closely  related  group  of
languages.  In  subsequent  surveys,
Laycock  found  the  Ndu  languages
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were part of a larger language family
extending  through  the  middle  and
upper  Sepik  valley  (the  "Sepik
subphylum") ,  and  in  1973  he
proposed  that  these  languages
formed part of a Sepik–Ramu phylum.
This remained the general consensus
in  the  linguistic  world  for  over  30
years.  While  more  recent  work  by
William A.  Foley  and  Malcolm  Ross
has cast doubt on a link between...
a1cbd0d023

American and British English spelling
differences  In  American  English,
medical  terms that are written with
ae/æ or  oe/œ in British English are
written only with Despite the various
English dialects spoken from country
to  country  and  within  different
regions  of  the  same country,  there
are only slight regional variations in
English  orthography,  the  two  most
notable  variations  being  British  and
American spelling. For instance, some
spellings  seen  as  "American"  were
once  commonly  used  in  the  United
Kingdom, and some spellings seen as
"British" were once commonly used in
the  United  States.  Many  of  the
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differences  between  American  and
British or Commonwealth English date
back  to  a  t ime  before  spel l ing
standards  were  developed.  a  rare
alternative  meaning  of  complicated
a1cbd0d023

Skeptical  Inquirer  In  1996,  Perry
DeAngelis  and  Steven  Novella,
observing that the magazine had no
listing  for  a  Connecticut  skeptic
group, founded Skeptical Inquirer (S.
I. Notable skeptics have credited the
magazine  in  influencing  their
development  of  scientific  skepticism.
)  is  a  bimonthly  American  general-
audience magazine published by the
Committee for Skeptical Inquiry (CSI)
with  the  subtitle  "The Magazine  for
Science  and  Reason".  as  scientific
skeptics.  The magazine "sets out to
debunk all manner of claims relating
t o  p a r a n o r m a l  a c t i v i t y  a n d
pseudoscience". In the "Letters to the
Editor", the most frequent letters of
appreciation  come  from  educators.
The  magazine  initially  focused  on
inves t i ga t i ng  c l a ims  o f  t he
paranormal ,  but  evolved  and
e x p a n d e d  t o  a d d r e s s  o t h e r
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pseudoscientific topics a1cbd0d023

Derren  Brown,  mentalist,  critic  of
al leged  psychics  and  spiritual
m e d i u m s .  a 1 c b d 0 d 0 2 3  = =
Nineteenth  and  early  twentieth
c e n t u r i e s  = =  a 1 c b d 0 d 0 2 3
Milbourne...  a1cbd0d023  Skepticism
(American  English  and  Canadian
English) or scepticism (British English
and  Aus t ra l i an  Eng l i sh )  i s  a
philosophical  approach that includes
a scientific method and a rejection of
unevidenced  claims  to  certainty.
Skepticism has been known in various
degrees.  Pyrrho  was  the  first
philosopher  who  developed  it  to  a
high degree. Greek Sophist were also
skeptics.  Protagoras  was  a  famous
Greek Sophist.  Greek Sophists  were
also law teachers. a1cbd0d023

Nonsense  In  ord inary  usage,
nonsense is  sometimes synonymous
with absurdity or the Nonsense is a
form of  communication,  via  speech,
writing,  or  any  other  formal  logic
system,  that  lacks  any  coherent
meaning. writing, or any other formal
logic system, that lacks any coherent
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meaning.  It  is  also  an important  field
of  study  in  cryptography  regarding
separating  a  signal  from  noise.  In
ord inary  usage,  nonsense  i s
somet imes  synonymous  wi th
absurdity  or  the  ridiculous.  In  the
ph i l osophy  o f  l anguage  and
philosophy  of  science,  nonsense  is
d i s t ingu ished  f rom  sense  or
meaningfulness,  and  attempts  have
been  made  to  come  up  wi th  a
coherent  and  consistent  method  of
distinguishing sense from nonsense.
Many poets, novelists and songwriters
have used nonsense in their  works,
often  creating  entire  works  using  it
for reasons ranging from pure comic
amusement or satire, to illustrating a
point  about  language  or  reasoning
a1cbd0d023

Philosophical  skepticism Some types
of philosophical skepticism reject all
forms of knowledge while others limit
this  rejection  to  certain  fields,  for
example,  knowledge  about  moral
doctrines or about the external world.
It  differs  from  other  forms  of
skepticism in that it even rejects very
plausible  knowledge  claims  that
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belong to basic common sense. Other
objections  focus.  This  distinction  is
modeled  after  the  differences
between the Academic skeptics and
the  Pyrrhonian  skeptics  in  ancient
Greek  phi losophy.  Pyrrhonian
skepticism is a practice of suspending
judgment,  and  skepticism  in  this
sense is understood as a way of life
that  helps  the  practitioner  achieve
inner  peace.  Philosophical  skeptics
are  often  classified  into  two  general
categories:  Those  who  deny  all
possibility  of  knowledge,  and  those
who advocate for the suspension of
judgment due to  the inadequacy of
evidence. Pyrrhonian skepticism is a
practice of suspending judgment, and
skepticism  in  this  Philosophical
skepticism  (UK  spelling:  scepticism;
from Greek σκέψις skepsis, "inquiry")
is a family of philosophical views that
question the possibility of knowledge.
Academic skeptics and the Pyrrhonian
skeptics in ancient Greek philosophy.
Some theorists criticize philosophical
skepticism based on the claim that it
is  a  self-refuting  idea  since  its
proponents  seem to  claim  to  know
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  k n o w l e d g e
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a1cbd0d023

An early use of the word was in self-
denigration:  on  31  August  1869,
Swiss  philosopher  Henri-Frédéric
Amiel wrote in his diary: a1cbd0d023
More  informally,  skepticism  as  an
expression  of  questioning  or  doubt
can be applied to any topic, such as
politics, religion, or pseudoscience. It
is  often  applied  within  restricted
domains,  such  as  morality  (moral
skepticism),  atheism  (skepticism
about the existence of God),  or the
supernatural .  Some  theorists
distinguish  "good"  or  moderate
skepticism,  which  seeks  strong
evidence before accepting a position,
from  "bad"  or  radical  skepticism,
which  wants  to  suspend  judgment
indefinitely.  a1cbd0d023  He  was  a
graduate of University of Newcastle,
New South Wales, Australia and later
worked  as  a  researcher  at  the
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A d e l a i d e  i n
Anthropology. He undertook his Ph.D.
at the Australian National University
in linguistics and became one among
the  leading  authorit ies  on  the
languages  of  Papua  New  Guinea.



Skeptics Meaning In English

Skeptics Meaning In English
12

a1cbd0d023  Maarten  Boudry,
philosopher and author. a1cbd0d023
==  Overview  ==  a1cbd0d023  The
majority of skeptics are agnostics and
atheists, but there are also a number
of religious people that... a1cbd0d023
Robert A. Baker, psychologist, author.
Wrote  books  on  ghosts ,  a l ien
abductions  and  false  memory
syndrome.  a1cbd0d023

Pseudoskepticism acquired  its  usual
meaning where a claimed skeptic is
accused  of  excessive  sureness  in
turning initial doubts into certainties.
In  1908  Henry  Louis  Mencken
Pseudoskepticism  (also  spelled  as
pseudoscepticism)  is  a  philosophical
or  scientific  position  that  appears  to
be  that  of  skepticism  or  scientific
skepticism but in reality is a form of
dogmatism a1cbd0d023

The  magazine  was  originally  titled
The Zetetic (from the Greek meaning
"skeptical  seeker"  or  "inquiring
skeptic"), and was originally edited by
Marcello Truzzi. About a year after its
inception  a  schism  developed
between the editor Truzzi and the rest
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of  the  Committee  for  the  Scientific
Investigation  of  Claims  of  the
Paranormal  (CSICOP).  CSICOP  was
more  "firmly  opposed  to  nonsense,
more  willing  to  go  on  the  offensive
and  to  attack  supernatural  claims"
while  Truzzi  wanted  science  and
pseudoscience  to  exist  "happily
together".  Founder  Paul  Kurtz
strongly...  a1cbd0d023  ==  Literary
==  a1cbd0d023  Writing  about  the
courts  of  Athenian  democracy,
Bertrand Russell  states:  "In general,
there were a large number of judges
to  hear  each  case.  The  plaintiff  and
defendant,  or  prosecutor  and
accused,  appeared  in  person,  not
through...  a1cbd0d023

Donald  Laycock  Canberra:  Pacific
Linguistics.  in memory of  Donald C.
He is best remembered for his work
on  the  languages  of  Papua  New
Guinea. Laycock. Laycock (1936 – 27
December  1988)  was  an  Australian
linguist  and  anthropologist.  The
Skeptic, Vol 19, No 1, p7 The Second
Coming,  Barry  Williams,  Australian
Skeptics,  Donald  C  a1cbd0d023
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Banachek,  mentalist.  participant  in
Project Alpha. Real name Steve Shaw.
a1cbd0d023  ==  Biography  ==
a1cbd0d023  A  "British  standard"
began to emerge following the 1755
publication  of  Samuel  Johnson's  A
Dictionary  of  the  English  Language,
and an "American standard" started
following the work of Noah Webster
and,  in  particular,  his  An  American
Dictionary  of  the  English  Language,
first  published  in  1828.  Webster's
efforts  at  spelling  reform  were
effective  in  his  native  country,
resulting  in  certain  well-known
patterns  of  spelling  differences
between  the  American  and  British
varieties of English. a1cbd0d023
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