
Modifies Meaning In English
List of English words with disputed usage The contentious usages
are especially common in spoken English, and academic linguists
point out that they are accepted by many listeners. While in some
circles  the  usages  below  may  make  the  speaker  sound
uneducated or illiterate,  in other circles the more standard or
more traditional usage may make the speaker sound stilted or
pretentious.  amount  and  modifies  collective  nouns,  mass  nouns,
or  nouns  denoting  an  abstract  whole  while  fewer  applies  to
matters of number and modifies plural nouns Some English words
are often used in ways that are contentious among writers on
usage and prescriptive commentators 004ec10639

Unlike  continental  European  languages,  English  orthography
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tends  to  use  digraphs  (like  "sh",  "oo",  and  "ea")  rather  than
diacritics to indicate more sounds than can be accommodated by
the letters of the Latin alphabet. Unlike other systems (such as
Spanish  orthography)  where  the  spelling  indicates  the
pronunciation,  English  spelling  is  highly  varied,  and  diacritics
alone  would  be  insufficient  to  make  it  reliably  phonetic.  (See
English orthography §  History.)  004ec10639 The syntactic  role
characteristically  performed  by  determiners  is  known  as  the
determinative  function  (see  §  Terminology).  A  determinative
combines with a noun (or, more formally, a nominal; see English
nouns  §  Internal  structure)  to  form a  noun phrase  (NP).  This
function  typically  comes  before  any  modifiers  in  the  NP  (e.g.,
some very  pretty  wool  sweaters,  not  *very  pretty  some wool
sweaters). The determinative function is typically obligatory in a
singular, countable, common noun phrase (compare I have a new
cat to *I have new cat). 004ec10639 When describing English, the
adjective  auxiliary  was  "formerly  applied  to  any  formative  or
subordinate elements of language, e.g. prefixes, prepositions." As
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applied to verbs, its conception was originally rather vague and
varied significantly. 004ec10639

English auxiliary verbs Although the auxiliary verbs of English are
widely believed to lack inherent semantic meaning and instead to
modify  the  meaning  of  the  verbs  they  accompany,  they  are
nowadays classed by linguists as auxiliary on the basis not of
semantic but of grammatical properties: among these, that they
invert with their subjects in interrogative main clauses (Has John
arrived. ) and are negated either by the simple addition of not (He
has  not  arrived)  or  (with  very  few  exceptions)  by  negative
inflection  (He  hasn't  arrived).  Although  the  auxiliary  verbs  of
English are widely believed to lack inherent semantic meaning
and instead to modify the meaning of the verbs they accompany
English auxiliary verbs are a small set of English verbs, which
include  the  English  modal  auxiliary  verbs  and  a  few  others
004ec10639
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Asterisked  (*)  meanings,  though  found  chiefly  in  the  specified
region,  also  have  some  currency  in  the  other  region;  other
definitions  may  be  viewed  by  the  other  as  Briticisms  or
Americanisms respectively. Additional usage notes are provided
where useful. 004ec10639

English plurals This article discusses the variety of ways in which
English plurals are formed from the corresponding singular forms,
as well as various issues concerning the usage of singulars and
plurals in English. In the English plurals include the plural forms of
English nouns and English determiners. For plurals of pronouns,
see English personal pronouns. see English phonology. Although
the everyday meaning of plural is &quot;more than one&quot;,
the  grammatical  term  has  a  slightly  different  technical  meaning
004ec10639

English  determiners  specify  their  referents.  The  syntactic  role
characteristically  performed  by  determiners  is  known  English
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determiners (also known as determinatives) are words – such as
the, a, each, some, which, this, and numerals such as five – that
are most commonly used with nouns to specify their referents.
The determiners form a closed lexical category in English. The
determiners form a closed lexical category in English 004ec10639

English  terms  with  diacritical  marks  Most  of  the  affected  words
are in terms imported from other languages. English rarely uses
diacritics,  which  are  symbols  indicating  the  modification  of  a
letter&#039;s sound when spoken. Most of the affected words are
in  terms  English  rarely  uses  diacritics,  which  are  symbols
indicating  the  modification  of  a  letter's  sound  when  spoken.
Certain  diacritics  are  often  called  accents.  The  only  diacritic
native to Modern English is the two dots (representing a vowel
hiatus):  its  usage  has  tended  to  fall  off  except  in  certain
publications  and  particular  cases  004ec10639

Asterisked  (*)  meanings,  though  found  chiefly  in  the  specified
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region,  also  have  some  currency  in  the  other  dialect;  other
definitions  may  be  viewed  by  the  other  as  Briticisms  or
Americanisms respectively. Additional usage notes are provided
when useful. 004ec10639

Gender in English However,  it  does retain features relating to
natural  gender,  with  particular  nouns  and  pronouns  (such  as
woman,  daughter,  husband,  uncle,  he  and  she)  to  refer
specifically  to persons or  animals  of  a  particular  sex,  and neuter
pronouns (such as it for animals and sexless objects and they,
someone and you for situations with non-explicit or indeterminate
gender). Thus, Modern English largely does not have grammatical
gender in this sense. Also, in some cases, feminine pronouns are
used  by  some  speakers  when  referring  to  ships  (and  more
uncommonly  some  airplanes  and  analogous  machinery),
churches, nation states and islands. existed in Old English, but fell
out of use during the Middle English period. Thus, Modern English
largely does not have grammatical gender in this sense A system
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of  grammatical  gender,  by  means  of  which  all  noun  classes
required an explicitly masculine, feminine, or neuter inflection or
agreement, existed in Old English, but fell out of use during the
Middle English period 004ec10639

aggravate – Some have argued that this word should not be used
in the sense of "to annoy" or "to oppress", but to mean only "to
make  worse".  According  to  AHDI,  the  use  of  "aggravate"  as
"annoy" occurs in English as far back as the 17th century. In Latin,
from which the word was borrowed, both meanings were used.
Sixty-eight percent of AHD4's usage panel approves of its use in
"It's the endless wait for luggage that aggravates me the most
about air travel." M-W mentions that while aggravate in the sense
of "to rouse to displeasure or anger by usually persistent and
often petty goading" has been around since the... 004ec10639

List  of  words  having  different  meanings  in  American  and  British
English (M–Z) different meanings in British and American English:



Modifies Meaning In English

Modifies Meaning In English
8

M–Z.  For  the  first  portion  of  the  list,  see  List  of  words  having
different  meanings  in  American  and  This  is  the  list  of  words
having  different  meanings  in  British  and  American  English:  M–Z
004ec10639

Semantically,  determiners  are  usually  definite  or  indefinite  (e.g.,
the cat versus a cat), and they often agree with the number of the
head  noun  (e.g. ,  a  new  cat  but  not  *many  new  cat) .
Morphologically,  they  are  usually  simple  and  do  not  inflect.
004ec10639  ==  History  of  the  concept  ==  004ec10639  ==
Meaning == 004ec10639

English prepositions not. They form a closed lexical category. g. In
Standard English, adverb phrases do not accept such modification
English prepositions are words – such as of, in, on, at, from, etc.
Morphologically, they are usually simple and do not inflect. – that
function  as  the  head  of  a  prepositional  phrase,  and  most
characteristically license a noun phrase object (e. , in the water).
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Semantically, they most typically denote relations in space and
time. One simple test that is often telling is to modify the phrase
by right or just 004ec10639

The most common of these are the definite and indefinite articles,
the  and  a(n).  Other  determiners  in  English  include  the
demonstratives this and that, and... 004ec10639 == History ==
004ec10639 == Types of diacritical marks == 004ec10639 ==
History of the concept in English == 004ec10639 Phonological
transcriptions  provided  in  this  article  are  for  Received
Pronunciation and General American. For more information, see
English  phonology.  004ec10639  For  a  list  of  disputes  more
complicated  than  the  usage  of  a  single  word  or  phrase,  see
English  usage  controversies.  004ec10639  Many  of  the  most
common of these are grammaticalized and correspond to case
markings in languages such as Latin. For example, of typically
corresponds  to  the  genitive.  004ec10639  English  inherits  the
ability  to  form  compounds  from  its  parent  the  Proto-Indo-
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European language and expands on it. Close to two-thirds of the
words  in  the  Old  English  poem  Beowulf  are  found  to  be
compounds.  Of  all  the  types  of  word-formation  in  English,
compounding is said to be the most productive. 004ec10639

English compound The English language, like many others, uses
compounds  frequently.  There  are  some  well-established  A
compound is a word composed of more than one free morpheme.
English compounds may be classified in several ways, such as the
word classes or the semantic relationship of their components.
which the left-hand component modifies the right-hand one, as in
&quot;the  dark-green  dress&quot;:  dark  modifies  the  green  that
modifies dress 004ec10639

== A == 004ec10639

List  of  words  having  different  meanings  in  American  and  British
English (A–L) For the second portion of the list, see List of words
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having  different  meanings  in  American  and  This  is  the  List  of
words having different meanings in British and American English:
A–L. different meanings in British and American English: A–L. For
the  second  portion  of  the  list,  see  List  of  words  having  different
meanings in American and British English: M–Z 004ec10639

== A == 004ec10639 For the first portion of the list,  see List of
words having different  meanings in  American and British English
(A–L).  004ec10639  The  history  of  the  idea  of  prepositions
inEnglish  grammar  writing  can  be  seen  as  one  of  relative
stagnation,  only  exceptionally  interrupted  by  certain  more
influential authors... It was only in the second half of the twentieth
century  that  the  situation  radically  changed  and  since  then,
grammarians have introduced scientifically precise definitions and
developed  detailed  and  elaborate  frameworks  for  their
description.The word preposition is  from "Latin praepositionem
(nominative  praepositio)  'a  putting  before,  a  prefixing,'  noun  of
action from past-participle stem of praeponere 'put before'," the
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basic idea being that... 004ec10639 Usage in English has evolved
with  regard  to  an  emerging  preference  for  gender-neutral
language. There is now large-scale use of they as a third-person
singular  pronoun  instead  of  the  traditional  generic  he  when
referring  to  a  person  of  unknown  gender.  Certain  traditional
feminine forms of nouns (such as authoress and poetess) are also
increasingly...  004ec10639  Proper  nouns  are  not  generally
counted  as  English  terms  except  when  accepted  into  the
language  as  an  eponym  –  such  as  Geiger–Müller  tube.
004ec10639 Although the everyday meaning of plural is "more
than one", the grammatical term has a slightly different technical
meaning. In the English system of grammatical number, singular
means "one (or minus one)", and plural means "not singular". In
other words, plural means not just "more than one" but also "less
than one (except minus one)". This less-than aspect can be seen
in cases like the temperature is zero degrees (not *zero degree)
and  0.5  children  per  woman  (not  *0.5  child  per  woman).
004ec10639
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