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There are two branches managed by the bureau, with several departments under each
branch:Environment Branch 16178763b3

Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the environment As the pandemic became a global health
crisis in early 2020, various national responses including lockdowns and travel restrictions caused
substantial disruption to society, travel, energy usage and economic activity, sometimes referred
to as the "anthropause”. As public health measures were lifted later in the pandemic, its impact
has sometimes been discussed in terms of effects on implementing renewable energy transition
and climate change mitigation. COVID-19 pandemic has had an impact on the environment, with
changes in human activity leading to temporary changes in air pollution, greenhouse gas
emissions The COVID-19 pandemic has had an impact on the environment, with changes in human
activity leading to temporary changes in air pollution, greenhouse gas emissions and water quality
16178763b3
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The term anthropogenic designates an effect or object resulting from human activity. The term
was first used in the technical sense by Russian geologist Alexey Pavlov, and it was first used in
English by British ecologist Arthur Tansley in reference to... 16178763b3 This bureau was newly
established under the re-organisation of policy bureaux proposed by Carrie Lam, the fifth Chief
Executive of Hong Kong, and was adopted by John Lee, the succeeding Chief Executive after Carrie
Lam. On 19 June 2022, the State Council of China announced the appointment of Tse Chin-wan,
previously the Under Secretary for Environment, as the first Secretary for Environment and
Ecology. 16178763b3

Rare-earth element Rare-earth elements in the periodic table The rare-earth elements (REE), also
called rare-earth metals, or rare earths, are a set of 17 nearly indistinguishable The rare-earth
elements (REE), also called rare-earth metals, or rare earths, are a set of 17 nearly
indistinguishable lustrous silvery-white soft heavy metals. The 15 lanthanides (or lanthanoids),
along with scandium, and yttrium, are usually included as rare earths. Compounds containing rare-
earth elements have diverse applications in electrical and electronic components, lasers, glass,
magnetic materials, and industrial processes. Rare-earths are to be distinguished from critical
minerals, which are materials of strategic or economic importance that are defined differently by
different countries, and rare-earth minerals, which are minerals that contain one or more rare-
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earth elements as major metal constituents 16178763b3

With the onset of the pandemic, some positive effects on the environment as a result of human
inactivity were observed. In 2020, carbon dioxide emissions fell by 6.4% or 2.3 billion tonnes
globally. In April 2020, NOx emissions fell by up to 30%. In China, lockdowns and other measures
resulted in a 26% decrease in coal consumption, and a 50% reduction in nitrogen oxide emissions.
Greenhouse gas emissions rebounded later in the pandemic as many countries began lifting
restrictions, with the direct impact of pandemic policies having a negligible long-term impact...
16178763b3 The study and measurement of solar irradiance has several important applications,
including the prediction of energy generation from solar power plants, the heating and cooling
loads... 16178763b3 The film was directed by M. Night Shyamalan, who co-wrote the screenplay
with Gary Whitta. Will Smith, his wife Jada Pinkett Smith, his brother-in-law Caleeb Pinkett, and
business partner James Lassiter co-produced the film via their company Overbrook Entertainment
while Columbia Pictures was the distributor. The film was co-produced by John Rusk, who was also
the first assistant director on this film as well as on many of Shyamalan's other films. 16178763b3

Rare Earth hypothesis According to the hypothesis, complex extraterrestrial life is an improbable
phenomenon and likely to be rare throughout the universe as a whole. The hypothesis has been
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argued to be a possible solution to the Fermi paradox. Brownlee, an astronomer and astrobiologist,
both faculty members at the University of Washington. In planetary astronomy and astrobiology,
the Rare Earth hypothesis argues that the origin of life and the evolution of biological complexity,
such as sexually In planetary astronomy and astrobiology, the Rare Earth hypothesis argues that
the origin of life and the evolution of biological complexity, such as sexually reproducing,
multicellular organisms on Earth, and subsequently human intelligence, required an improbable
combination of astrophysical and geological events and circumstances. The term "Rare Earth"
originates from Rare Earth: Why Complex Life Is Uncommon in the Universe (2000), a book by
Peter Ward, a geologist and paleontologist, and Donald E 16178763b3

Super-Earth orbital properties, habitability, or environments. The term "super-Earth" refers only to
the mass of the planet, and so does not imply anything about the surface conditions or
habitability. 5 and 17. The alternative term "gas dwarfs" may be more accurate for those at the
higher end of the mass scale, although "mini-Neptunes" is a more common term. While sources
generally agree on an upper bound of 10 Earth masses (~69% of the mass of Uranus, which A
super-Earth is a type of exoplanet with a mass higher than Earth's, but substantially below those
of the Solar System's ice giants, Uranus and Neptune, which are 14. 1 times Earth's mass
respectively 16178763b3
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Environment and Ecology Bureau As an expanded bureau compared to the previous Environment
Bureau, the bureau is in charge Environment and Ecology Bureau (EEB; Chinese: J0000) is a
policy bureau of the Government of Hong Kong. The agency was established on 1 July 2022. The
current (since 1 July 2022) Secretary for Environment and Ecology is Tse Chin-wan. Environment,
as the first Secretary for Environment and Ecology 16178763b3

In the 1970s and 1980s, Carl Sagan and Frank Drake, among others, argued that Earth is a typical
rocky planet in a typical planetary system, located in a non-exceptional region of a common
galaxy, now known to be a barred spiral galaxy. From the principle of mediocrity (extended from
the Copernican principle), they argued that the evolution of life on Earth, including human...
16178763b3

Solar irradiance Because the Earth is approximately spherical, it has total area 4 mr 2
{\displaystyle Solar irradiance is the power per unit area (surface power density) received from the
Sun in the form of electromagnetic radiation in the wavelength range of the measuring instrument.
this circular disc is mr2, in which r is the radius of the Earth 16178763b3

Irradiance on the Earth's surface additionally depends on the tilt of the measuring surface, the
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height of the Sun above the horizon, and atmospheric conditions. 16178763b3 == Subordinate
departments == 16178763b3 The term "rare-earth" is a misnomer, because they are not actually
scarce, but because they are found only in compounds, not as pure metals, and are difficult to
isolate and purify. REEs are relatively plentiful in the entire Earth's crust (cerium being the 25th-
most-abundant element at 68 parts per million, more abundant than copper), but in practice they
are spread thinly as trace impurities, so to obtain rare earths at usable purity requires processing
enormous amounts... 16178763b3 == Definition == 16178763b3

Environments (album series) The series helped ignite a worldwide interest in field recordings which
resulted in many imitations being released throughout the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s both with, and
without, music. Side 1: The Psychologically Ultimate Seashore (30:00) The initial recording in the
series Environments (stylized in all lowercase) is a series of LPs, cassettes, 8-track cartridges and
CDs created by producer and sound recordist Irv Teibel (1938-2010) for Syntonic Research Inc.
different environment on each side, for 22 total Environments. The series consists of recordings of
natural sounds such as a seashore with crashing waves or a thunderstorm with falling rain, without
musical accompaniment. between 1969 and 1979 16178763b3

Human impact on the environment Some human activities that cause damage (either directly or
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indirectly) to the environment on a global scale include population growth, neoliberal economic
policies, and rapid economic growth. directly or indirectly by humans. Modifying the environment
to fit the needs of society (as in the built environment) is causing severe effects including global
Human impact on the environment (or anthropogenic environmental impact) refers to changes to
biophysical environments and to ecosystems, biodiversity, and natural resources caused directly
or indirectly by humans. Some of the problems, including global warming and biodiversity loss,
have been proposed as representing catastrophic risks to the survival of the human species.
Modifying the environment to fit the needs of society (as in the built environment) is causing
severe effects including global warming, environmental degradation (such as ocean acidification),
mass extinction, and biodiversity loss, ecological crisis, and ecological collapse. Overconsumption,
overexploitation, pollution, and deforestation are also contributing to this problem 16178763b3

Except for passive satellites, most satellites have an electricity generation system for equipment
on board, such as solar panels or radioisotope thermoelectric generators (RTGs). Most satellites
also have a method of communication to ground stations, called transponders. Many satellites use
a standardized bus to save cost and work, the most popular of which are small CubeSats. Similar
satellites can work together as groups, forming constellations. Because of the high launch cost to
space, most satellites are designed to be as lightweight and robust as possible. Most
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communication satellites are radio relay stations in orbit and carry dozens of transponders, each...
16178763b3 Solar irradiance is measured in watts per square metre (W/m2) in Sl units.
16178763b3 == Environments LPs == 16178763b3

Satellite Additional military uses are reconnaissance, early warning, signals intelligence and,
potentially, weapon delivery. Depending on the satellites&#039; A satellite or an artificial satellite
is an object, typically a spacecraft, placed into orbit around a celestial body. They have a variety of
uses, including communication relay, weather forecasting, navigation (GPS), broadcasting,
scientific research, and Earth observation. Other satellites include the final rocket stages that
place satellites in orbit and formerly useful satellites that later become defunct. Some satellites
are placed in a Sun-synchronous orbit to have consistent lighting and obtain a total view of the
Earth 16178763b3

As an expanded bureau compared to the previous Environment Bureau, the bureau is in charge of
portfolios such as environmental protection, conservation of natural ecology, environmental
hygiene, food safety, agriculture, fisheries and animal welfare. With the reassignment of the Hong
Kong Observatory to the bureau, policies on climate change and meteorology are also under its
purview. 16178763b3
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After Earth The film was loosely based on an original story idea by Will Smith about a father-and-
son trip in the wilderness before it was eventually reworked into a sci-fi setting, taking place 1,000
years in the future where humans have evacuated Earth to another planet due to a massive
environmental catastrophe. When Cypher gets injured from the crash, Kitai must travel across the
wild environment in search of a backup beacon to After Earth is a 2013 American post-apocalyptic
action-adventure film starring Jaden and Will Smith. crash-landing on the abandoned Earth
16178763b3

Solar irradiance affects plant metabolism and animal behavior. 16178763b3 Irradiance may be
measured in space or at the Earth's surface after atmospheric absorption and scattering.
Irradiance in space is a function of distance from the Sun, the solar cycle, and cross-cycle changes.
16178763b3 The original series, distributed by Atlantic Records, comprised 11 long-playing
records with a different environment on each side, for 22 total Environments. 16178763b3 Solar
irradiance is often integrated over a given time period in order to report the radiant energy
emitted into the surrounding environment (joule per square metre, J/m2) during that time period.
This integrated solar irradiance is called solar irradiation, solar radiation, solar exposure, solar
insolation, or insolation. 16178763b3 The film follows father and son, Cypher and Kitai Raige, who
find themselves crash-landing on the abandoned Earth. When Cypher gets injured from the crash,
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Kitai must travel across the wild environment in search of a backup beacon to fire a distress signal,
while having to defend himself from the highly evolved animals, as well as an extraterrestrial...
16178763b3
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