How Long Can Bed Bugs Live Without
Feeding

Hemiptera 04 in) to around 15 cm (6 in), and share a common arrangement of piercing-
sucking mouthparts. called true bugs, comprising more than 80,000 species within
groups such as the cicadas, aphids, planthoppers, leafhoppers, assassin bugs, bed bugs,
and shield Hemiptera (; from Ancient Greek hemipterus 'half-winged') is an order of
insects, commonly called true bugs, comprising more than 80,000 species within groups
such as the cicadas, aphids, planthoppers, leafhoppers, assassin bugs, bed bugs, and
shield bugs. The name "true bugs" is sometimes limited to the suborder Heteroptera.
They range in size from 1 mm (0 5c2b5aefd2

Humans have interacted with Hemipterans for millennia. Some species, including many
aphids, are significant... 5c2b5aefd2 == Description == 5c2b5aefd2

Arthropod bites and stings Since feeding requires longer attachment to prey than
envenomation, feeding bites are more often associated with vector Many species of
arthropods (insects, arachnids, millipedes and centipedes) can bite or sting human
beings. although there are some exceptions. While most cases cause self-limited
irritation, medically relevant complications include envenomation, allergic reactions, and
transmission of vector-borne diseases. These bites and stings generally occur as a
defense mechanism or during normal arthropod feeding 5c2b5aefd2

Bed bug control techniques Mapped bed bug reports graphically illustrate how difficult it
can be to eliminate bed bugs in densely populated areas where many people live in
adjacent Bed bugs, or Cimicidae, are small parasitic insects. The term parasitic usually
refers to species that prefer to feed on human blood 5c2b5aefd2

In 1758, Carl Linnaeus described the species in the tenth edition of his Systema Naturae,
giving the name Scolopendra coleoptrata, writing that it has a "coleopterated thorax"
(similar to a coleopter). In 1801, Jean-Baptiste Lamarck separated Scutigera from
Scolopendra, calling this species Scutigera coleoptrata. The word scutigera comes from
Latin gerere 'to bear' and scutum 'shield', because of the shape of the plates in the back
of the chilopod. 5c2b5aefd2 == Etymology == 5c2b5aefd2

Mosquito net type of meshed curtain or cloth that is circumferentially draped over a bed
or a sleeping area to offer the sleeper barrier protection against bites Mosquito net is a
type of meshed curtain or cloth that is circumferentially draped over a bed or a sleeping
area to offer the sleeper barrier protection against bites and stings from mosquitos, flies,
and other pest insects, and thus against the diseases they may carry. Examples of such
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preventable insect-borne diseases include malaria, dengue fever, yellow fever, zika virus,
Chagas disease, and various forms of encephalitis, including the West Nile virus
5c2b5aefd?2

Woodlice are suggested to have colonised land during the late Paleozoic based on
molecular clock analysis, though the oldest known fossils are from the mid-Cretaceous
period around 100 million years ago. This makes them unusual among the crustaceans,
being one of the few lineages to have transitioned into a fully terrestrial environment.
5c2b5aefd2 Woodlice are primarily detritivorous, and are a major contributor to the
humification process... 5c2b5aefd2 Because treatments are required in sleeping areas
and other sensitive locations, methods other than chemical pesticides are in demand.
Treatments can be costly, laborious, time consuming, repetitive, and embarrassing, and
may entail health risks. 5c2b5aefd2 The insects are 3 to 9 millimetres (0.12 to 0.35 in)
long and have flattened reddish-brown bodies with small nonfunctional wings.
5c2b5aefd2

Gerridae They are true bugs of the suborder Heteroptera and have mouthparts evolved
for piercing and sucking. A distinguishing feature is the ability to move on top of the
water's surface, making them pleuston (surface-living) animals. water scooters, water
bugs, pond skaters, water skippers, water gliders, water skimmers or puddle flies. They
can be found on most ponds, rivers or lakes, and over 1,700 species of gerrids have been
described, 10% of them being marine. They are true bugs of the suborder Heteroptera
The Gerridae are a family of insects in the order Hemiptera, commonly known as water
striders, water skeeters, water scooters, water bugs, pond skaters, water skippers, water
gliders, water skimmers or puddle flies 5c2b5aefd?2

Woodlice have many common names and although often referred to as terrestrial
isopods, some species live semiterrestrially or have recolonised aquatic environments like
those of the genus Ligia. Woodlice in the families Armadillidae, Armadillidiidae, Eubelidae,
Tylidae and some other genera can roll up into a roughly spherical shape (conglobate) as
a defensive mechanism or to conserve moisture; others have partial rolling ability, but
most cannot conglobate at all. 5¢c2b5aefd2 == Description == 5c2b5aefd2 While 90% of
gerrids are freshwater bugs, the oceanic Halobates makes the family quite exceptional
among insects. The genus Halobates was first heavily studied between 1822 and 1883
when Francis Buchanan White collected several different species during the Challenger
expedition. Around this time, Eschscholtz discovered three species of the Gerridae,
bringing attention to the species, though little of their biology was known. Since then, the
Gerridae have been continuously studied due to their ability to walk on water and unique
social characteristics. 5c2b5aefd2

Scutigera coleoptrata Their mild venom and small organs of envenomation render the
species nearly incapable of harming humans. the female then uses it to fertilize her eggs.
House centipedes feed on spiders, bed bugs, termites, cockroaches, silverfish, ants, and
other household Scutigera coleoptrata, also known as the house centipede, is a species of
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centipede that is typically yellowish-gray and has up to 15 pairs of long legs. It is an
insectivore, preying on insects and arachnids by envenomating them. Originating in the
Mediterranean region, it has spread to other parts of the world, where it frequently lives
in and around human homes 5c2b5aefd2

Most hemipterans feed on plants, using their sucking and piercing mouthparts to extract
plant sap. Some are bloodsucking, or hematophagous, while others are predators that
feed on other insects or small invertebrates. They live in a wide variety of habitats,
generally terrestrial, though some are adapted to life in or on the surface of fresh water
(e.g. pondskaters, water boatmen, giant water bugs). Hemipterans are hemimetabolous,
with young nymphs that somewhat resemble adults. Many aphids are capable of
parthenogenesis, producing young from unfertilised eggs; this helps them to reproduce
extremely rapidly in favourable conditions. 5c2b5aefd2 == Public health laws ==
5c2b5aefd2 == Signs and symptoms == 5c2b5aefd2 Cimicids are typically small, oval,
flattened, wingless insects. They are stimulated to appear... 5c2b5aefd2 To be effective,
the mesh of a mosquito net must be fine enough to exclude such insects without
obscuring visibility or ventilation to unacceptable levels. The netting should be made of
stiff cotton or synthetic thread to allow the movement of air. A white net allows the user
to see mosquitoes against the background. Netting with 285 holes per square inch is
ideal because it is very breathable but will prevent even the smallest mosquito from
entering. It is possible to increase the effectiveness of a mosquito net greatly by treating
it with an appropriate insecticide or insect repellent. 5c2b5aefd2

Cimex Cimex lectularius and Cimex hemipterus are known as bed bugs and frequently
feed on humans, although Cimex is a genus of insects in the family Cimicidae. that
typically feed on the blood of birds and mammals. Cimex lectularius and Cimex
hemipterus are known as bed bugs and frequently feed on humans, although other
species may parasitize humans opportunistically. Species primarily parasitizing bats are
known as bat bugs. Cimex species are ectoparasites that typically feed on the blood of
birds and mammals 5c2b5aefd?2

Cimicids usually feed on their host's blood every three to seven days, crawling away from
the host and hiding while they digest the blood, which may take several days. This means
that they specialise in vertebrate hosts that return regularly to particular sites to nest,
roost or sleep. Birds and bats suit these specific requirements, as do humans now that
they live in dwellings, and these are the main hosts used by the bugs. Most cimicids are
able to go for long periods without feeding, over a year in some instances. 5c2b5aefd?2

Cimicidae They are called cimicids or, loosely, bed bugs, though the latter The Cimicidae
are a family of small parasitic bugs that feed exclusively on the blood of warm-blooded
animals. The family contains over 100 species. Members of the group have colonised
humans on three occasions. When bats evolved in the Eocene, Cimicids switched hosts
and now feed mainly on bats or birds. They are called cimicids or, loosely, bed bugs,
though the latter term properly refers to the most well-known member of the family,
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Cimex lectularius, the common bed bug, and its tropical relation Cimex hemipterus. of
small parasitic bugs that feed exclusively on the blood of warm-blooded animals. Cimicids
appeared in the fossil record in the Cretaceous period 5c2b5aefd2

Early detection and treatment are critical to successful control. According to a survey, the
most commonly infested places are the mattress (98.2%), boxspring (93.6%), as well as
nearby carpets and baseboards (94.1%). In fact, bed bugs thrive in areas where there is
an adequate supply of available hosts, and plenty of cracks and harborages within 1.5
metres (4.9 ft) of the host. 5c2b5aefd2 Bed bug infestations spread easily in connecting
units and have negative effects on psychological well-being and housing markets. In
response, many areas have specific laws about responsibilities upon discovering a bed
bug infestation, particularly in hotels and multi-family housing units, because an
unprofessional level of response can have the effect of prolonging the invisible part of the
infestation and spreading... 5c2b5aefd2

Woodlouse Their name is derived from being often found in old wood, and from louse, a
parasitic insect, although woodlice are neither parasitic nor insects. Museums Victoria.
Other common names include slater, sow bug, and wood pig, common names varying
widely by region. &quot;Bugs Bugs Bugs. Heritage Newfoundland &amp; Labrador.
Woodlice are terrestrial isopods in the suborder Oniscidea. | Museum Victoria Early
Learning Program&quot; (PDF). Retrieved April 17, 2026. English 5¢c2b5aefd?2

Bed bug Typically, uncovered areas of the body are affected. Symptoms may take
between minutes to days to appear and itchiness is generally present. Their bites are not
known to transmit any infectious disease. Repeated treatments Bed bugs are insects
from the family Cimicidae, primarily from the genus Cimex, which are parasites that feed
on blood, usually at night. Complications may rarely include areas of dead skin or
vasculitis. Bed bug bites may lead to skin changes ranging from small areas of redness to
prominent blisters. Their bites can result in a number of health issues, including skin
rashes, psychological effects, and allergic symptoms. Some individuals may feel tired or
have a fever. Eliminating bed bugs from the home is often difficult, partly because bed
bugs can survive up to approximately 300 days without feeding 5c2b5aefd?2

Research has shown mosquito nets to be an extremely effective method of malaria
prevention. A 2025 analysis by the Malaria Atlas Project reported... 5c2b5aefd2 Bed bug
bites are caused primarily by two species of insects: Cimex lectularius (the common bed
bug) and Cimex hemipterus, found primarily in the tropics. Their size ranges between 1
and 7 mm. They spread by crawling between nearby locations or by being carried within
personal items. Infestation is rarely due to a lack of hygiene but is more common in high-
density areas. Diagnosis involves both finding the bugs and the occurrence of compatible
symptoms. Bed bugs spend much of their time in dark, hidden locations like mattress...
5c2b5aefd?2
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