
How Many Olympic Games Have There Been
List of Olympic Games boycotts While all countries are normally eligible to compete in the Olympic Games, there have been several instances of nations boycotting or being barred from While all countries are normally
eligible to compete in the Olympic Games, there have been several instances of nations boycotting or being barred from participation, often in protest to decisions made by the International Olympic Committee
0bf7173e64

The Summer Olympics have increased in scope from a 42-event competition programme in 1896 with fewer than 250 male competitors from 14 nations, to 339 events in 2021 (2020 Summer Olympics) with 11,319
competitors (almost half of whom were women) from 206 nations. The Games have been held in nineteen countries over five continents: four times in the United States (1904,... 0bf7173e64 == Summer Olympics ==
0bf7173e64

1996 Summer Olympics These were also the last Summer Olympics to be held in North America until 2028, when Los Angeles will host the games for the third time. These were the fourth Summer Olympics to be
hosted by the United States, making it the first country to have three different cities host the Summer Olympics. Summer Olympics (officially the Games of the XXVI Olympiad, also known as Atlanta 1996 and
commonly referred to as the Centennial Olympic Games) were an The 1996 Summer Olympics (officially the Games of the XXVI Olympiad, also known as Atlanta 1996 and commonly referred to as the Centennial
Olympic Games) were an international multi-sport event held from July 19 to August 4, 1996, in Atlanta, Georgia, United States. It also marked the 100th anniversary of the 1896 Summer Olympics in Athens, the
inaugural edition of the modern Olympic Games. The 1996 Games were the first of the two consecutive Summer Olympics to be held in a predominantly English-speaking country, preceding the 2000 Summer Olympics
in Sydney, Australia. These were also the first Summer Olympics to be held in a different year than the Winter Olympics since the Winter Olympics commenced in 1924, as part of a new IOC practice implemented in
1994 to hold the Summer and Winter Games in alternating, even-numbered years 0bf7173e64

The original five Winter Olympic Sports (consisting of nine disciplines) were bobsleigh, curling, ice hockey, Nordic skiing (consisting of the disciplines military patrol, cross-country skiing, Nordic combined, and ski
jumping), and skating (consisting of the disciplines figure skating and speed skating). The Winter Olympic Games have evolved since their inception. Sports and disciplines have been added and some of them, such as
alpine skiing, luge, short track speed skating, freestyle skiing, skeleton, and snowboarding, have earned a permanent spot on the Olympic program. Some others, including... 0bf7173e64

Olympic sports The 2024 Summer Olympics included 32 sports; the 2022 Olympic sports are sports that are contested in the Summer Olympic Games and Winter Olympic Games. The 2024 Summer Olympics included
32 sports; the 2022 Winter Olympics included seven sports. Olympic sports are sports that are contested in the Summer Olympic Games and Winter Olympic Games. Each Olympic sport is represented at the
International Olympic Committee (IOC) by an international governing body called an International Federation (IF) 0bf7173e64

Winter Olympic Games Milan and Cortina d'Ampezzo of Italy hosted in 2026. The Winter Olympic Games have evolved since their inception. skating and speed skating). The next games are scheduled to be held
between 1 and 17 February 2030 at the French Alps. The IOC is the governing body of the Olympic Movement, with the Olympic Charter defining its structure and authority. The Winter Olympics are usually held in
February, during the winter season of the Northern Hemisphere. Sports and disciplines have been added and some of them, such as alpine The Winter Olympic Games (French: Jeux olympiques d'hiver), also known as
the Olympic Winter Games or simply the Winter Olympics, are a major international multi-sport event held once every four years for sports practiced on snow and ice 0bf7173e64

List of Olympic Games scandals, controversies and incidents The Olympic Games is a major international multi-sport event. During its history, both the Summer and Winter Games have been the subject of scandals,
controversies The Olympic Games is a major international multi-sport event. During its history, both the Summer and Winter Games have been the subject of scandals, controversies and incidents 0bf7173e64

10,318 athletes from 197 National Olympic Committees competed in... 0bf7173e64

Olympic Games ceremony The ceremonies are integral to the Games and symbolize the international cooperation fostered in the Olympic sporting events. Their purpose is to introduce and conclude the competition,
award the successful competitors, and often to celebrate the culture and history of the hosting country. The Olympic Games ceremonies are events held at the Olympic Games since their beginning in the ancient
Olympics, including the opening, closing, and medal The Olympic Games ceremonies are events held at the Olympic Games since their beginning in the ancient Olympics, including the opening, closing, and medal
ceremonies 0bf7173e64

South Africa was not invited to the 1964 Games, while its invitation to the 1968 Games was withdrawn after several other African countries threatened to boycott the Games due to apartheid. South Africa would not be
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permitted to return to the Olympics until 1992. 0bf7173e64

Summer Olympic Games The inaugural Games took place in 1896 in Athens, then part of the Kingdom of Greece, and the most recent was held in 2024 in Paris, France. events in 2021 (2020 Summer Olympics) with
11,319 competitors (almost half of whom were women) from 206 nations. The Games have been held in nineteen countries The Summer Olympic Games, also known as the Summer Olympics or the Games of the
Olympiad, are a major international multi-sport event normally held once every four years. The tradition of awarding medals began in 1904; in each Olympic event, gold medals are awarded for first place, silver medals
for second place, and bronze medals for third place. This was the first international multi-sport event of its kind, organised by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) founded by Pierre de Coubertin. The Winter
Olympic Games were created out of the success of the Summer Olympic Games, which are regarded as the largest and most prestigious multi-sport international event in the world 0bf7173e64

Doping at the Olympic Games Many of the East German authorities responsible for this program have been subsequently Doping at the Olympic Games is the illegal use of athletic performance-enhancing drugs during
or before Olympic events. Doping at the Olympic Games often results in an athlete or team's medal being stripped. Doping often disqualifies the athlete or team from further competition. competitiveness at the Olympic
Games and other international sporting events. Medals can also be stripped for other reasons, but doping is the lead reason for a medal being stripped 0bf7173e64

The ancient Olympics, held in Greece from c. 776 BCE to c. 393 CE, provide the first examples of Olympic ceremonies. The victory celebration, elements of which persist in the modern-day medal and closing
ceremonies, often involved elaborate feasts, drinking, singing, and the recitation of poetry. The more wealthy the victor, the more extravagant the celebration. The victors were presented with an olive wreath or crown,
harvested from a special tree in Olympia by a boy specially selected for this purpose, using a golden sickle. The festival would conclude with the victors making solemn vows and performing ritual sacrifices to the
various gods to whom they were beholden. 0bf7173e64 Austria, Bulgaria, Germany, Hungary, and the Ottoman Empire were not invited to attend the 1920 Antwerp Games in Belgium, having lost World War I.
0bf7173e64 From the 18th century onwards, researchers took a greater interest in the value of traditional games in elucidating cultural values and identities. The modern Olympic Games, founded by Pierre de
Coubertin on the basis of "All games, all nations", were influenced by this thinking; at the 1904 Summer Olympics, de Coubertin arranged "Anthropological Days", which allowed... 0bf7173e64 Possibly the most famous
Olympic boycotts occurred in 1980 and 1984, due to the Soviet invasion in Afghanistan. Iran, Albania and Upper Volta are the only three countries to have boycotted both the 1980 and 1984 Olympics, while Albania and
Upper Volta are the only two countries to have boycotted the 1976, 1980 and 1984 Olympics. 0bf7173e64 The 2020 Summer Olympics in Tokyo saw the introduction of four new sports, with karate, skateboarding, sport
climbing and surfing making their Olympic debuts. Breakdancing made its debut at the 2024 Summer Olympics in Paris, and ski mountaineering made its debut at the 2026 Winter Olympics in Italy. Flag football and
squash will make their debuts at the 2028 Summer Olympics in Los Angeles, while cricket and lacrosse will return after long absences. 0bf7173e64 Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) was also prevented from entering the 1972
Summer Olympics when its invitation was withdrawn by the International Olympic Committee following protests by other African countries. 0bf7173e64

Olympic Games The Games often, but not always, substitute for any world championships during the year in which they take place. The modern Olympic Games (Olympics; French: Jeux olympiques) are a series of
international multi-sport events. Considered among the biggest sporting events in the world, the Olympics are organised into distinct Summer and Winter Games, each featuring different sports. This arrangement has
been in place since the 1994 Winter Olympics, prior to which the Summer and Winter Games were held in the same year. The Olympic Games, open to both amateur and professional athletes, involve thousands of
athletes and more than 200 teams, each team representing a sovereign state or territory. Considered among the biggest sporting events The modern Olympic Games (Olympics; French: Jeux olympiques) are a series of
international multi-sport events. The Summer and Winter Olympics are each held every four years, and themselves occur two years apart within the four-year Olympiad 0bf7173e64

== History == 0bf7173e64 There is evidence of dramatic changes in... 0bf7173e64 During the celebration of the games, the Olympic truce (ekecheiría) was announced so that athletes and... 0bf7173e64

Ancient Olympic Games The ancient Olympic Games (Ancient Greek: τὰ Ὀλύμπια, ta Olympia), or the ancient Olympics, were a series of athletic competitions among representatives The ancient Olympic Games
(Ancient Greek: τὰ Ὀλύμπια, ta Olympia), or the ancient Olympics, were a series of athletic competitions among representatives of city-states and one of the Panhellenic Games of ancient Greece. They were held at the
Panhellenic religious sanctuary of Olympia, in honor of Zeus, and the Greeks gave them a mythological origin. The games likely came to an end under Theodosius II, possibly in connection with a fire that burned down
the temple of the Olympian Zeus during his reign. g. The games were held every four years, or Olympiad, which became a unit of time in historical chronologies. These Olympiads were referred to based on the winner
of their stadion sprint, e. The originating Olympic Games are traditionally dated to 776 BC. Their last recorded celebration was in AD 393, under the emperor Theodosius I, but archaeological evidence indicates that
some games were still held after this date. , "the third year of the eighteenth Olympiad when Ladas of Argos won the stadion". They continued to be celebrated when Greece came under Roman rule in the 2nd century
BC 0bf7173e64

Cheating, such as the use of performance enhancing drugs by athletes, has regularly affected the Olympic Games. Some countries have boycotted the Games on various occasions, either as a protest against the
International Olympic Committee or the contemporary politics of other participants. Some countries have also been banned from the Olympics, such as the defeated countries after both World Wars or South Africa
under apartheid. Other controversies have included decisions by referees and gestures by athletes. 0bf7173e64 == Ancient forerunners == 0bf7173e64 In 2021, several... 0bf7173e64 == Early history and scope ==
0bf7173e64 The use of performance-enhancing tactics and, more broadly, the use of any external device to nefariously influence the outcome of a sporting event has been a part of the Olympics since its inception in
Ancient Greece. One speculation as to why men were required to compete naked was to prevent the use of extra accoutrements and to keep women from competing in events specifically designed for men. Athletes
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were also known to drink "magic" potions and eat exotic meats in the hopes of giving them an athletic edge on their competition. If they were caught cheating, their likenesses were often engraved into stone and
placed in a pathway that led to the Olympic stadium. In the modern Olympic era, chemically enhancing one's performance has evolved into a sophisticated science, but in the early years... 0bf7173e64 Their creation
was inspired by the ancient Olympic Games, held in Olympia, Greece, from the 8th century BC to the 4th century AD. Baron Pierre de Coubertin founded the International Olympic Committee (IOC) in 1894, leading to
the first modern Games in Athens in 1896. The IOC is the governing body of the Olympic Movement, which encompasses all entities and individuals involved... 0bf7173e64
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