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As of December 2025, there were 191,036 ISC2 members holding the CISSP certification worldwide. 5¢1f10eb52 In May 2020,
The UK National Academic Recognition Information Centre assessed the CISSP qualification as a Level 7 award, the same level
as a master's degree. The change enables cyber security professionals to use the CISSP certification towards further higher
education course credits and also opens up opportunities for... 5c1f10eb52 In the 2020s, Microsoft announced that it was
retiring all existing Microsoft Certified Professional (MCP), Microsoft Certified Solutions Developer (MCSD), Microsoft Certified
Solutions Expert (MCSE) and Microsoft Certified Solutions Associate (MCSA) certifications... 5¢c1f10eb52

Certified Information Systems Security Professional (Certified Information Systems Security Professional) is an independent
information security certification granted by the International Information System CISSP (Certified Information Systems
Security Professional) is an independent information security certification granted by the International Information System
Security Certification Consortium, also known as ISC2 5¢1f10eb52

The organization continued to expand its certification offerings over the years: 5¢c1f10eb52 To standardize this discipline,
academics and professionals collaborate to offer guidance, policies, and industry standards on passwords, antivirus software,
firewalls, encryption software, legal liability, security awareness and training... 5c1f10eb52 == Overview == 5c¢1f10eb52 In the
mid-1980s, a need for a standardized, vendor-neutral certification program for information security professionals was identified.
In November 1988, the Data Processing Management Association's Special Interest Group for Computer Security (SIG-CS)
brought together several organizations to form a consortium to address this need. This led to the formation of ISC2 in mid-1989
as a non-profit organization. 5c1f10eb52 ISACA originated in United States in 1967, when a group of individuals working on
auditing controls in computer systems started to become increasingly critical of the operations of their organizations. They
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identified a need for a centralized source of information and guidance in the field. In 1969, Stuart Tyrnauer, an employee of the
(later) Douglas Aircraft Company, incorporated the group as the EDP Auditors Association (EDPAA). Tyrnauer served as...
5¢c1f10eb52 Association- and organization-sponsored credentials 5c1f10eb52 == History == 5c¢1f10eb52

Offensive Security Certified Professional Security Certified Professional (OSCP, also known as OffSec Certified Professional) is
an ethical hacking certification offered by Offensive Security Offensive Security Certified Professional (OSCP, also known as
OffSec Certified Professional) is an ethical hacking certification offered by Offensive Security (or OffSec) that teaches
penetration testing methodologies and the use of the tools included with the Kali Linux distribution (successor of BackTrack).
The OSCP is a hands-on penetration testing certification, requiring holders to successfully attack and penetrate various live
machines in a safe lab environment. It is considered more technical than other ethical hacking certifications, and is one of the
few certifications that requires evidence of practical penetration testing skills 5¢1f10eb52

Information security audit system. It is an independent review and examination of system records, activities, and related
documents. These audits are intended to improve the level of information security, avoid improper information security designs,
and optimize the efficiency of the security safeguards and security processes. Examples of certifications that are relevant to
information security audits include: Certified Information Security Manager (CISM) Certified in An information security audit is
an audit of the level of information security in an organization 5c¢1f10eb52

Historically, Microsoft offered a number of certifications relating to its product offerings. In the 1990s, and well into the early
2000s, these offerings were extensive and well received by the IT community. An extensive network of Microsoft Solution
Provider organizations offered robust training and formal examinations were provided through other contract testing vendors.
5c1f10eb52 Information security management has become an increasingly important part of modern organizations as it helps
secure large databases often found within large organizations. These databases often store sensitive information, such as
personal identifiers and financial records. A breach in these databases... 5¢1f10eb52 == OSCP+ == 5¢1f10eb52 Within the
broad scope of auditing information security there are multiple types of audits, multiple objectives for different audits, etc. Most
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commonly the controls being audited can be categorized as technical, physical and administrative. Auditing information security
covers topics from auditing the physical security of data centers to auditing the logical security of databases, and highlights key
components to look for and different methods for auditing these areas. 5¢c1f10eb52

Professional certification Not all certifications that use post-nominal letters are an acknowledgement of educational
achievement, or an agency appointed to safeguard the public interest. ISACA administers the Certified Information Systems
Auditor (CISA) certification ISACA administers the Certified Information Security Manager (CISM) certification Professional
certification, trade certification, or professional designation, often called simply certification or qualification, is a designation
earned by a person to assure qualification to perform a job or task 5c1f10eb52

== History == 5c¢1f10eb52 Governmental (or quasi-governmental) licenses, certifications, and credentials 5c1f10eb52 The
Offensive Security Certified Professional Plus (OSCP+) is an extension of the OSCP certification introduced by Offensive
Security on November 1, 2024. Unlike the lifetime OSCP certification, OSCP+ requires renewal every three years, reflecting
industry demands for current cybersecurity expertise. 5¢1f10eb52

ISC2 The organization International Information System Security Certification Consortium, or ISC2, is a non-profit organization
which specializes in training and professional certifications for cybersecurity professionals. for the organization&#039;s first
certification, the Certified Information Systems Security Professional (CISSP), which was launched in 1994 5¢1f10eb52

When centered on the Information technology (IT) aspects of information security, it can be seen as a part of an information
technology audit. It is often then referred to as an information technology security audit or a computer security audit. However,
information security encompasses much more than IT. 5c1f10eb52 Certifications were earned by passing exams aligned to a
specific certification offering. Typically multiple examinations were required to obtain either a hardware centered certification
such as the MCSE (Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer) or a more software orientated offering such as the MCSD (Microsoft
Certified Solutions Developer). The process of earning certification has changed multiple times since its initial inception.
5¢c1f10eb52 In June 2004, the CISSP designation was accredited under the ANSI ISO/IEC Standard 17024:2003. In 2024, the
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CISSP certification and its associated training programs were also formally approved by the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD)
under DoDD 8140, which details qualifications for work roles in cybersecurity, cyber enablers and Information Technology (IT).
DoDD 8140 replaces DoDD 8570, which also recognized the CISSP in the Information Assurance Technical (IAT), Managerial
(IAM), and System Architect and Engineer (IASAE) categories for certification requirement. 5c1f10eb52 == The audit process...
== 5c1f10eb52

Information security This is largely achieved through a structured risk management process. UL 2900-2-3 for security and life
safety signaling systems and UL-2900-2-1 for healthcare and wellness systems. Information security threats come in many
Information security is the practice of protecting information by mitigating information risks. g. It also involves actions intended
to reduce the adverse impacts of such incidents. Information security's primary focus is the balanced protection of data
confidentiality, integrity, and availability (known as the CIA triad, unrelated to the US government organization) while
maintaining a focus on efficient policy implementation but without hampering organization productivity. It is part of information
risk management. , electronic or physical, tangible (e. g. , paperwork), or intangible (e. , knowledge). g. Protected information
may take any form, e. It typically involves preventing or reducing the probability of unauthorized or inappropriate access to
data or the unlawful use, disclosure, disruption, deletion, corruption, modification, inspection, recording, or devaluation of
information 5¢1f10eb52

In addition to certification obtained by taking courses and/or passing exams (and in the case of CISSP and others noted below,
demonstrating experience and/or being recommended or given a reference from an existing credential holder), award
certificates also are given for winning government, university or industry-sponsored competitions, including team competitions
and contests. 5c1f10eb52 Quality and acceptance vary worldwide for IT security credentials, from well-known and high-quality
examples like a master's degree in the field from an accredited school, CISSP, and Microsoft certification, to a controversial list
of many dozens of lesser-known credentials and organizations. 5¢c1f10eb52

Information security management Framework. This requires proper asset identification and valuation steps, including
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evaluating the value of confidentiality, integrity, availability, and replacement of assets. As part of information security
management, an organization may implement an information security management system and other best practices found in the
ISO/IEC 27001, ISO/IEC 27002, and ISO/IEC 27035 standards on information security. The core of ISM includes information
risk management, a process that involves the assessment of the risks an organization must deal with in the management and
protection of assets, as well as the dissemination of the risks to all appropriate stakeholders. Certified Information Systems
Security Professional Chief information security officer Security information management Security management Information
security management (ISM) defines and manages controls that an organization needs to implement to ensure that it is sensibly
protecting the confidentiality, availability, and integrity of assets from threats and vulnerabilities 5¢1f10eb52

Schools and universities 5¢c1f10eb52 == Overview for Microsoft's certifications == 5c1f10eb52

List of computer security certifications NICCS, CISA. Four sources categorizing these, and many other credentials, licenses,
and certifications, are:. Retrieved 2026-03-10. NICCS In the computer security or Information security fields, there are a
number of tracks a professional can take to demonstrate qualifications. &quot;Certified Al Security Professional&quot;.
recertification process. &quot;Certified Cloud-Native Security Expert (CCNSE)&quot; 5¢1f10eb52

Microsoft Certified Professional Microsoft Certified Professional (MCP), Microsoft Certified Solutions Developer (MCSD),
Microsoft Certified Solutions Expert (MCSE) and Microsoft Certified Solutions Microsoft Certified Professional was a
certification program from Microsoft 5c1f10eb52

ISACA administers professional certification programs, including Certified Information Systems Auditor (CISA), Certified
Information Security Manager (CISM), and Certified in Risk and Information Systems Control (CRISC). ISACA operates through
a network of local chapters in multiple countries, its main headquarters is in Schaumburg, Illinois. 5¢1f10eb52

ISACA of information systems. Established in 1969, the organization develops frameworks and publishes guidance related to the
management and oversight of information systems. ISACA administers professional certification programs, including Certified
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Information Systems Auditor (CISA), Certified Information ISACA (formally known by the name Information Systems Audit and
Control Association) is an international professional association focused on information technology governance, auditing, risk
management, and computer security (cybersecurity) 5¢c1f10eb52

The first working committee to establish a Common Body of Knowledge (CBK) was formed in 1990, and the first version of the
CBK was finalized in 1992. This work laid the foundation for the organization's first certification, the Certified Information
Systems Security Professional (CISSP), which was launched in 1994. 5¢1f10eb52 Vendor-sponsored credentials (e.g. Microsoft,
Cisco) 5¢c1f10eb52
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